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OG1
Country of origin: GDR
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Remarks.

DATA SUMMARY
Organisation: Kazernierte Volkspolizei (KVP) and NVA
(Nationalen Volksarmee).
Developer/maker: Unknown. (Code 3631007).
Year of production: Believed around 1957.
Purpose: Frequency calibrator.

Circuit features: Two switchable crystal oscillators
    providing a raster of 5 or 50 segments with 25kHz spacing.
    Frequency: 125kHz and 1.25MHz.

Aerial: Foldable blade, length 124cm.
Valves: DL192 2x.
Power supply: 2.8V LT (two x 1.4V 'D' cells in series),
and 75V HT battery.
Size (mm): Height 130, length 95, width 200.
Weight: 1.6kg.

The OG1 was a portable test set designed to check calibration and
assist in accurately tuning a shortwave receiver or transceiver cali-
brated in the Soviet system of 25kHz segments. It was constructed
using the same plastic (composite?) casing, foldable blade aerial, and
components from the ill-fated 'Liliput' portable VHF transceiver
(refer to 'WftW Various No. 8'). Powered by two 'D' cells and a single
75V HT battery, it used the original battery compartment and many
of its mechanical arrangements. The 3-position system switch (previ-
ously off-receive-transmit) and test button (formerly the Morse key)
were located on the control panel at the right-hand side of the case.

The OG1 provided crystal-controlled markers every 125kHz (in
system switch position 0.125MHz) or every 1250kHz in switch
position 1.25MHz. These markers coincided with the early Soviet
system of dividing the shortwave spectrum up to 30MHz into 25kHz
numbered segments known as 'Fix Wellen' (FW), with a marker at
each 5th or 50th channel. Refer to the frequency list on the next page,
copied from a Soviet handbook.
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Explanation of components of the OG1 calibrator.
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The Soviets divided the radio frequency spectrum from
0 to 30MHz into 25kHz numbered segments, known as
Fix Wellen (FW). A frequency dial of an instrument was
thus calibrated in numbers. A sample sheet of a conver-
sion list from FW number to frequency in kHz and
meters is shown on the scan at the right-hand side with
a translation of Russian text.

The OG1 frequency calibrator provided markers every
125kHz (when the system switch was set to 0.125 MHz),
representing a marker for every 5th FW (segment)
across the full frequency range. I coloured these markers
with a red square. When the system switch was set to
1.25MHz, a marker was provided for every 50th FW, for
example, 1250kHz and 2500kHz, coloured with a green
square on the table.

At the time of compiling this WftW Various chapter, it
was not known whether the OG1 was a universal test
unit or only issued with specific GDR-produced radios
such as the FK-1, FK-50, and EK-1 receiver. It could
only be used with earlier sets, as the 25kHz Fix Wellen
system was replaced by kHz calibration in the 1950s
with a new range of equipment.
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Detail view showing the main components of the OG1.

Example of an Eastern Block transmitter,
type RSI 6K, with its dial calibrated in 25kHz
segments, set to FW 180 = 4.5MHz. (FW 150
to 200 on the dial equalled 3.750 to 5MHz).

Circuit description
The OG1 comprised essentially two distinct crystal
oscillators operating at 0.125MHz and 1.25MHz, with
only one able to operate at a time. Utilizing a DL192
valve for each oscillator, the type of circuit used and
whether it was rich in harmonics are currently un-
known. The oscillator became operational only after
pressing the 'Kontrolle' button (previously the Morse
key), thereby reducing the consumption of HT current.
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Sample page of a table converting 25kHz segment numbers to kHz and
meters. Red square marker 5 segments; green marker 25 segments.


